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Carl Martin OTTAWA (Auto Wah / Optical Envelope Filter) 
 
• Item: 58839 

• EAN: 852940000967 

• Packaging dimensions: 13.5 x 8.2 x 6.5 cm 

• Weight: 0.35 kg 

• Pictures | Translations | User Manual 

 
Need to know for Retailers   

• Very musical, interactive Auto Wah / Enevelope Filter 

• Great for players that like wah textures but don’t want to bother with a big wah on their pedalboard all 

the time 

• Interacts very dynamically with the guitarist’s hands  

o Play softly = dark wah tone 

o Play aggresively = dramatic, high-pitch wah tone 

• 3 Filter Presets: HP ( High Pass), LP (Low Pass) and BP (Band Pass) for varierty of Wah styles 

• LP mode works great on Bass  

• Best (Carl Martin) product-name ever 

 

Full Feature List 

• Auto Wah / Optical Enevelope Filter 

• For E-Guitar and Bass 

• Mimics the sound of a Wah Pedal  

• Touch sensitive effect, interacts dynamically with the guitarist’s hands 

• From deep 60s Wah to sharp 70s disco sound and everything in between 

• Use “wah textures” without having a big wah pedal constantly on your pedalboard 

• Controls: Attack (sensitivity), Tone (high-cut),  Q (bandwidth), Level (make-up gain) 

• 3 selectable filter presets: LP (Low Pass), HP (High Pass), BP (Band Pass) 

• Analog circuitry featuring opto-technology 

• Retro heavy diecast case 

• Top mounted Input & Output 

• Buffered bypass 

• 9-volt DC, Center Negative, 30mA minimum 

• Power Supply not included 

• Dimensions: 11.5 x 6 x 5 cm 

• Weight: 0.42 kg 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://faceeu.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/ErJ-B7H_0zVIlaEJDAvjYxABRQp6QIa4cE9jAccG3KlOdA?e=MHZG8T
https://faceeu.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/Elf4hj05m_1CkmKefRP38bEBz51KYtD1R_zgYih_6qOIMg?e=rOFPeF
https://faceeu.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/EiGeg_c1tQtIgiDPt32j1-kBqG9Ytr-CwcG1XqMQb_XyYA?e=cy93Gn
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Description 

For those of you from Canada, or who know anything about Canada outside of beavers, and maple syrup…. 

the capitol of the country is called Ottawa, and is full of politicians who do nothing but “wah-wah-wah” all 

day long (see where we are going with this?).  

It’s difficult to say whether there is another connection between this pedal and the Canadian capitol, but we 

have redesigned the Optical Envelope Filter, and have given it a new, tongue-in-cheek name: Carl Martin 

Ottawa! 

The Carl Martin Ottawa is an envelope filter that mimics the sound of your wah pedal without you having to 

step on a wah pedal and adjust those frequencies manually.  Really a great pedal for solo-ing and for 

rhythm work, whether you are into ‘those’ psychedelic 60’s, or the disco era of the later 70’s, or any other 

music that requires this unique sound.  There are 3 presets which are High, Band and Low Pass filters, 

adjustments for bandwidth and attack as well as level and tone.   

 

 
 
 
User Manual 
 

ATTACK – the Attack knob adjusts the sensitivity of the Ottawa to your style of playing. As the effect is touch 

sensitive you will find that the Ottawa will respond to your attack on the strings. From a softer darker wah 

when you play softly to a more dynamic and dramatic wah (with a higher pitch) when you become more 

aggressive. The Attack knob allows you to adjust how sensitive the effect will be for your personal style of 

playing. The control goes from no effect at counter clockwise to full sensitivity at full clockwise settings. 

 

TONE – the Tone knob on the Ottawa, is a high cut filter. With the knob set at full clockwise, you enjoy the 

full bandwidth of frequencies, so as you turn the knob counterclockwise, you start to filter out the high 

frequencies. On this effect, the Tone control works interactively with the Attack control, so as you adjust the 

Attack, you may find that you have to ‘tweak’ the Tone control to achieve your optimum tone. 

 

LEVEL – the Level knob adjusts the overall level of the Ottawa. By adjusting this knob you can match or 

exceed the bypass signal. 

 

Q – the Q knob adjusts the bandwidth for the Ottawa. At full counter clockwise you have a very wide 

bandwidth which provides you with a soft, round and warm wah effect. At full clockwise, the opposite is 

true: the bandwidth is very narrow and provides you with a sharp, ear-ripping effect. The setting of the Q 

knob is very interactive with both the Attack and Tone knobs, and you may find that you have to adjust the 

Level as well, depending on your other settings. 

 

HP / BP / LP - the Select switch offers three different presets: HP (High Pass), BP (Band Pass) and LP (Low 

Pass). These presets give you everything from the deepest growling 60’s wah effect to the sharpest 70’s 

disco sounds…and everything in between. With the Low Pass setting, the Ottawa is also suitable to be used 

with bass guitar. 
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Product Images  


